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Things We've Lost and

Things We've Found

Friday 11 March 2011

On the day of the earthquake and Tsunami | was at
home in Odaka-ku, Minami Soma City. Normally
I would have been at school in Okuma right next to the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. My daughter
Liana (15) had her graduation from her junior high
school that morning and so my husband and | had taken
the day off work to attend the ceremony, marking the
end of one stage of her life and the beginning of
another. All the high school students in the area had
the day off too, so my daughter Emily (17), and my

parents-in-law who are rice farmers, were at home too.

We were very shocked by the force of the earthquake
that seemed to go on forever, but thankfully our house
wasn't severely damaged. The aftershocks were big
too and through the TV news we gradually began to
realize the scale of the damage.

Our house is just 4 km from the coast, but as we
watched the scenes of the Tsunami in Miyagi Prefecture
on TV we never thought the same deadly waves would
reach us in Fukushima. My husband soon went by car
and collected our youngest daughter Naomi (10) from
her school, which is only 3 km from the sea and we
have realized now, that at about the time they reached
our home the Tsunami began to engulf our town.
Thankfully, all the children were safe, the school is built
on high ground, but of course many of our friends,
parents and grandparents of children at the same
school and our own relatives were killed as their homes
were washed away.

8 BE BEIFECHIFEOEES

T - R IIEEESAHEE]
NEAZESEM RN 77UV

Evacuation

After the earthquake we had electricity at our home,
but no mains water. Because it's an old farmhouse
though, we have a well and were able to draw water
for the toilet, cooking and our bath that night. My
husband is a civil servant working in Soma City now,
but he went straight to Odaka Town Hall to help as
soon as he realized that there had been a Tsunami and
I didn't really see him for the next 3 days. The six of us,
Grandpa, Grandma, my three daughters and myself
had to manage by ourselves.

The first night we made about 30 rice balls for
people in our neighborhood, who had no electricity
and spent the night huddled together very frightened,
trying to sleep through the aftershocks. The next day
we found out about the accident at the Nuclear Power
Plant, which just added to the shock and fear we felt
already. At 7 pm on 12 March we were ordered to
evacuate by car to a gym in Haramachi. Hundreds of
people were all evacuating at once, so this caused long
traffic jams as we all fled in fear, not really being able
to take in what was happening. We spent the next
3 days, living on a white riceball and bottle of water
for each meal.

At that time there was no petrol for sale, only
emergency vehicles could get fuel, so people couldn’t
even get away to the safer, central part of Fukushima
or further away, but luckily we had a full tank, and
on Monday 14 March the six of us left my husband to
help the City as much as he could and drove to Aizu

ZATRAFTAKEBLICRDXEOSREVRL LIFFTLEEBIC,
KD —BHEHRWVWEEZELDRDBHOERL LIFET,

CDIV, Say “Hello” with Alison! d——0D&EF&THIRA UV HEIC,

BEXREWVDHBLECREERICOWNT, FRlCERLUCWLTIEEF U,

Wakamatsu City. This is 100 km west of the Plant and
our home and we were very lucky to be able to rent
a furnished old farmhouse from very kind friends for
one month.

After that, since 15 April, we have begun living in
Soma City with my husband, in a rented house
belonging to relatives, our daughters are all going to
new schools and | am doing volunteer work.

There is no P.E. or sports day, not outings or outdoor
activities, but at least they are getting educated and
have made friends.

Changes

Our lives have been changed since 11 March in so
many ways. We have lost so much, our friends and
relatives, our house, our farming land, our schools and
livelihoods, our security and peace of mind. We have
also gained so much, a sense of belonging with others
in the same situation, confirmation of love and
friendship from relatives and friends, support and
kindness from strangers and a very strong bond of love
and support in our family, which has kept us all going

through the most terrible times in the last two months. BT S IE, CETCRRY, B — A GoT

We don’t know what will happen in the next year
or beyond, but for the time being we are all doing our
best to cope in our new situation. We are together,
supporting each other as a family and trying our best
to help our friends, relatives and through volunteer
work also help people in our community who are in a
much worse situation than ours.

WSoLPWET . P http://www10.plala.or.jp/ali_take/
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“Hello”
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Post-Listening Techniques(B\L\z5H & DIEE)
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Pupil: Would you punish me for something | didn‘t do?
Teacher: Of course not.
Pupil: Good, because | haven’t done my homework.
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