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Practical ways to enhance our students’ progression
to JHS through English class.

1B BB RHERTIL AT/ VPR - REEDINERALT IREK 7UV >
BEE KA ARRTFRYEHS b 2

WA 7YY

In our town, students can study English for twelve
years, from 3 to 15 years old. I have been working at
the two primary schools for nine years now and teach all
the children from the 1st grade to the 6th grade.
Through our English Education Study Group, teachers
from the primary schools and junior high school meet
regularly to talk about how we can help the students
learn English better, assist their progression from
primary school to junior high school and watch each

other’s lessons.

At primary school many teachers believe that making
a good start to learning English is more important than
learning English itself. Rather than the proverb;

“failure teaches success” I believe that “success breeds
success.” I always try to develop a warm and welcoming
atmosphere in my class, so the children gain confidence.
I speak a lot of English in the classroom, so that students
get used to listening to instructions and thinking about
the meaning of what they hear themselves. Like a quiz,
I allow them to make guesses out loud in Japanese, until
we get the right answer. I hope that this type of co-
operative learning is used in junior high school education
too, because I believe it can help the students gain

confidence and create a positive attitude towards English.

The students, graduating from primary school this
March, have been learning English with the textbook
English Notebook for 70 hours in the last two years, so
this means that the students are used to listening
comprehension exercises from a CD, using set phrases in
a communicative way to gain or exchange personal
information and speaking in pairs, groups or in front of
the whole class. They are used to being greeted in
English, being active in class, moving around, saying

chants and singing songs. They are used to repeating
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words in a loud voice and watching the teacher for visual
hints and being praised for effort as well as results.
They are used to enjoying English class and not being

under pressure.

Although the focus at primary school is on
experiencing culture and getting used to English with
listening and speaking activities, I teach the students for
six years, so in the 6th grade I add alphabet recognition,
easy phonics and some reading and writing activities too.

This is to build a bridge between primary and junior
high school education, help support the students learning
and try to lessen the difference in teaching styles and
content for them as they progress to the next stage.

Here are some of the things I do.

1. Alphabet Recognition

We start with learning easy alphabet songs and move
onto students responding actively by holding up letter
cards etc. We break the alphabet into five parts and
have alphabet practice as part of the normal English
lesson. We practice saying and writing the alphabet
letters. We play bingo and karuta with big, then small
letters. We play fun team games where we make the
shapes with our bodies and in the third term we also try
memorizing all the big and small letters by repeating a

short written test every lesson.

2. Phonics

After learning the names of alphabet letters, we move
onto pronunciation of all letters, short vowels and reading
and writing three letter words such as; cat, bed, big, dog,
mug, etc. We play bingo and karuta with those words.
Around June, we introduce “silent e” words, starting
with ones they know well such as; name, game, cake,
face, etc. We sing the Magic-E Song and play bingo
with short words too.

3. Reading

I often write up key words, questions or sentences on
the board. This is to familiarize the students with
written English and give them something visual to help
their memory in communicative activities. With long
sentences I link words to help them remember and make
it sound more natural ~“Where do you want to
go?” During activities students often look at the board
and read the words. With flashcards I start with a
picture and a word, but in the 6th grade the pictures are
slowly removed, so that there are only words left. The
students begin to be able to identify the weather, day of
the week, month, etc. by only looking at the word.

4. Writing
As a final project in primary school we make a
“Passport to Ohkuma Junior High School.” The aim of
this is for the students to introduce themselves in written
English to the new English teacher and ALT at junior

high school. We spend
five lessons reviewing the

content of the questions:

1. What’s your name?

2. When is your birthday?
3. What can you do?

4. What subject do you like?
5. What do you want to be?

Through this exercise, the students learn that there
are capital letters at the beginning of a sentence, the
same sized space between words and a full stop at the
end. They draw their own face and we take a photo to
put on the passport, just like a real one. The junior high
school ALT has found these passports invaluable in
getting to know the 1st grade-students’ names and faces
as well as getting to know a little about each child.

Even though we try to prepare our students like this,
we rely on the junior high school teachers to be sensitive
and support the students in their new and exciting life.
Please be amazed by their English, praise them and build
on their English skills, so they can continue to grow and
explore the world of English successfully.
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