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Exemplar-based approach

In my previous essay, I briefly explained the
rule-based approach and its advantage and dis-
advantage, adding the need for the exemplar-
based approach. The following is a procedural

example of the exemplar-based approach.

1. The teacher gives students a small talk with
a lot of sentences including the target gram-
matical structure. If he/she thinks students
have not understood the talk well, he/she
adds the outline in Japanese or English of
modified or simplified version, and then gives
the original talk again.

2. The teacher gives a paper in which several
example sentences with the target grammati-
cal structure and Japanese translations of
each sentence are written. After understand-
ing the meaning of each sentence, students
memorize the sentences without being given
an explicit grammatical explanation.

3. Students read a passage that had been seeded
with the target grammatical structure. The
teacher gives a brief explanation of the pas-
sage in English or in Japanese.

4. Students listen to a different passage that had
been seeded with the target grammatical
structure. The teacher gives a brief explana-
tion of the passage in English or in Japanese.

5. Students are asked to memorize several ex-
ample sentences again, and then take a small

written test.

5
Rule-based approach vs.
Exemplar-based approach (##)
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This exemplar-based approach is followed by
the traditional rule-based approach. However, af-
ter the exemplar-based teaching, the rule-based
explicit teaching can be much shorter and brief-
er than the traditional one. Of course, students
should be given more exemplars verbally from
their teacher even after the rule-based explana-
tion. As some may assume, using all of the
activities mentioned above is impractical. We
could employ some of the activities in our class,
and the activities do not always have to be pro-
vided in a systematic manner. As for the order
of the two approaches, the rule-based approach,
which is simpler and briefer than the traditional
one, can be conducted first, followed by the
exemplar-based approach.! The teacher can pro-
vide exemplars anytime in the class spontane-
ously, adjusting the degree of difficulty of their
English to various levels according to their stu-
dents’ understanding flexibly.

It can be argued that employing the exemplar-
based teaching is time-consuming and ineffi-
cient, but the approach is effective in the long
run: students are exposed to much more input,
which is crucial for language acquisition; as they
are supposed to think and guess the rule of the
grammatical structure (or collocations and lexi-
cal phrases) by themselves without being given
explicit explanation, they can establish the atti-
tude to do so if and when they encounter un-
known grammar, words and expressions while
processing input; students are more likely to im-

prove their implicit knowledge, which is

prioritized over explicit knowledge by SLA re-
search (N. Ellis, 2005).? Needless to say, as I
mentioned in the previous essay, considerable
amount of extensive reading and reading-aloud
activities are crucial and that we may want to
conduct our English classes mainly in English to

give students more input.

Conclusion

We should employ both the exemplar-based
approach and the rule-based one keeping a good
balance between the two, complementing one
another. The former can contribute the develop-
ment of fluency and the latter accuracy. In Jap-
anese English education, fluency has long been
made light of and accuracy has been regarded
as more important than fluency. However, as
the importance of developing students’ commu-
nicative skills has been emphasized by this
globalized society in which we have to learn and
use English for the purpose of communication,
both of the aspects should be achieved. The use
of the two approaches seems greatly recom-
mended now. One of the main reasons why the
rule-based teaching has been highly favored is
that it is much easier for teachers to conduct.
Teachers do not have to produce so much Eng-
lish by themselves, while in the exemplar-based
one, teachers themselves should be a good re-
source of English by producing a great amount
of English verbally and spontaneously, some-
times with actual communication with students
in English. Unfortunately, it can be true (and
shameful) that teaching methods which are eas-
ier, efficient (not effective) and comfortable for
teachers without requiring high English profi-
ciency have been greatly preferred in Japan.
English class dominated only by direct transla-

tion from English to Japanese is one example.?

21

To conduct a genuinely effective English class,
we teachers have to strive hard to improve our
English so that we are proficient enough to em-
ploy every teaching approach such as the
exemplar-based one. Our serious exertions in
learning and acquiring English must precede

everything.

Note

1. Technically speaking, it is not the exemplar-
based approach if exemplars are provided af-
ter an explicit explanation of the target gram-
mar. However, an important point is that a
great amount of exemplars should be provid-
ed by the teacher for learning to occur.

2. Implicit knowledge is knowledge with
intuitive awareness of linguistic norms and is
available for automatic use in spontaneous
production, while explicit knowledge is knowl-
edge with conscious awareness of linguistic
norms and requires controlled processing.

3. Elaborating on the direct translation method

is beyond the scope of this essay.
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