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d —Listening in the Oral
(SRR Communication Classroom—

HEKFHIE James C. House

Student motivation is highly significant for the successful learning of anything, but it is espe-
cially important when learning a foreign language, such as English. For example, listening to
a foreign language is complex and demands a mixture of tactics and approaches that students
rarely employ in other subjects. It not only involves intellectual application but also it requires
great concentration, physical effort and flexibility of thinking. A high level of motivation is
needed by both students and teachers.

There are two types of motivation; instrumental and integrative. In instrumental motivation
students merely want to get a passing grade in a test or, at a higher level, want to acquire
English to help them in their future career. Whereas with integrative motivation “learners may
choose to learn a particular L2 because they are interested in the people and culture repre-
sented by the target language group.” (Ellis, 1997, p.75)

I have taken some time in this article to talk about motivation because it is crucial to the
teacher’s approach in the classroom. In short, I would like teachers to concentrate on raising
the students’ motivation and their level of ability rather than concentrating on passing tests.

One way to do this is to make the listening tasks similar to the ones we do in real-life, such
as following directions, listening to telephone messages, and understanding the news and
weather. Nunan in Listen In (p.6) talks about the importance of listening strategies which are
designed to improve the students’ listening inside and outside the classroom.

He introduces important vocabulary and expressions that will be heard in the lesson in the
“Warm up Task.” This gives the learner some background in order to better comprehend the
listening passages. This conforms to the “Top-down” process referred to by Jack Richards in
Listen For It (p.xi) in which students can use their acquired knowledge to anticipate what is going
to be said. Then comes the “Listening Task” itself which can be exploited in various ways by
the teacher for pronunciation practice, extensive comprehension or detailed comprehension.
This involves “Bottom-up” processing or the perceiving and interpreting of aural information
contained in the message itself to arrive at meaning.

Listening is not a passive activity and in order to reinforce the listening students are asked
to complete a communicative task such as discussing the topic of the listening in pairs or

groups. Emphasis is also placed on the student completing self-study tasks after class to con-

IHHCDIGER B LBRIEZEZ D (B

tinue the process of learning until the next class. This gives continuity to the learning process,
reaffirming what has been learned which, in turn, gives a basis for the next class.

In addition to Nunan’s emphasis on “real-life” tasks it is important to provide our students
with “comprehensible input.” This central idea of language acquisition is known as the “Input
Hypothesis” and was developed by Stephen Krashen. He defines comprehensible input as
“understanding input that contains structures at our next ‘stage’ —— structures that are a bit
beyond our current level of competence.” (Krashen, 1985, p.2)

With motivation, comprehensible input, real-life tasks and reinforcement in place we need to
add the important ingredient of fun. If somehow we can make the learning process enjoyable
for our students by using topics and methods which make the class come alive then there is

no limit to what the students can achieve.
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- Everyone should learn English.
- Exercise is good for everyone.
+ Both parents should work.
+ We should continue to develop computer
technology.
- Parents should take responsibility for what
children watch on television.
* Men and women should be treated equally.
- We should continue to develop human cloning
technology.
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