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What comes to your mind when you hear the word “garden”?

Things like lawns, trees, plants, and colorful flowers, or ponds and fountains.
In Japan, there is a style of garden called karesansui developed around the Muromachi period.

In a karesansui garden, there are few flowers, trees, or plants.

There are only stones, rocks, and sand.

Natural scenery such as mountains, islands, the sea, and rivers are represented not with water but with stones and sand.

They sometimes represent not only mountains and the sea but also a constellation in the sky.

There are still a lot of karesansui gardens at temples in Kyoto.


